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Religious Nationalism as Solution in the Chaotic Social, 

Economics and the Business Science 

 

-Dr. Yogi Simhanath  

 

Summary 

First of all, I thank Yayasan Rumah Peneleh foundation for inviting me as 

keynote speaker in such a historic conference. Throughout the presentation, 

Indonesia will be my key reference. Participants from outside Indonesia are 

requested to accept the keynotes in their own context.  

Indonesia, a house of two hundreds and seventy million people has a deeper 

bond in sharing language, culture, heritage, religion which is a very powerful 

centripetal force that supports the idea of Indonesian nation and identity. The 

religion combined with nation constitutes a singular entity as "religious 

nationalism".  

Moreover, the expression of the the constitution of Indonesia is a guarantor in 

integrating the people from all groups and strata of Indonesian society. It 

ensures a favorable internal and external condition to protect vital national 

interests, maintain stability and preservation of core values. The history of 

Indonesia with its continuity and changes is a tutor for all times to come. In this 

context, religious nationalism is super glue that bonds the people, religions and 

the nation as a single entity. 

The end of Cold-War after forty-five years, a new force emerged as 

globalization which has been found borderless and stateless. There is no 

conceptual clarity whether it is a state centric, region centric or a global centric 

force. The question remains unanswered. It is not an interdependent force to 

ally to protect the nation and not an incarnation to worship. It has just filled the 

air. 
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It is a great pleasure to speak among the distinguished professors and youth 

representing from different universities and faculties. It is equally daunting to 

have to speak on such a complex topic.  

My fellow speakers can speak with their tremendous experience and expertise 

on Indonesia. 

 

Keynotes 

(This is a synopsis of my presentation. I will use Power Point slides for a 

detailed presentation). 

University faculties, available literatures and behavior of states on religious 

nationalism are primarily divided into two key areas. The scriptures of religion   

is divided as the Eastern and the Western wisdom. Nationalism is divided as 

the first world and the third world. This is a clear division contributing as the 

primary sources of paradox. The discussion here on religion on the Eastern 

wisdom,  Swami Vivekananda's philosophy and message on the universal 

religion has been consulted as main source. Likewise, Samuel P. Huntington's 

"The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order" has been chosen 

the view from the west. Tony Nader's comprehensive work on "Human 

Physiology: Expression of Veda and the Vedic Literature"  is a fusion of 

science and Veda. This is completely different from the religion and the nation.  

Swami Vivekananda's speech was delivered  on the 11
th

 of September 1983 

(some 126 years ago) in the "World Parliament of Religions" to discover from 

competent men what light religion has to throw on the great problems of the 

present age , which continued for 17 days. The important questions were 

connected with Temperance, Labor, Education, Wealth and Poverty." Swami 

Vivekananda emphasized that Vedanta has discovered the common ground 

among all religions.  

Samuel P. Huntington's much appreciated book "The Clash of Civilizations 

and the Remaking of World Order" attempts to capture realistic thoughts on 

contemporary issues.  It is no doubt that this is an unparalleled intellectual 

contribution in capturing the issues in world affairs. This is not a point of 

disagreement on such a wonderful work. The epistemological observation on 
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cultures, weapon proliferation, democracy, Human Rights, economics, 

demography, Islam and so on is comprehensively addressed. However, it does 

not refer philosophical foundations and religious dimension which occupies 

almost one half of the statecraft.  

Finally, the roles and responsibilities of Indonesian youth on religious 

nationalism have been presented. The younger generation has a noble task to 

bridge between the grandparents and grand children and conveying 

predecessor's message to the younger.  

Besides external dynamics of threats on nationalism, there are equally or 

perhaps more pressing internal issues dogging the states. State planners, 

especially in developing nations, are prone to focus primarily on internal issues. 

Small, weak and developing nations have little to influence at the global level. 

Multiple lapses and geopolitical situation have all along posed growing number 

of challenges confronting nationalism. Many challenges including ethnic 

subversion, internal insurgency, demographic movement and unresolved issues 

collectively form internal crises on nationalism. 

National character is the only software of the mind applicable to protect the core 

values of religious nationalism. There are three key mantras of national 

character which are: 1. responsibility in shoulder 2. honesty in the heart and 3. 

understanding in the head. This can effectively serve on the Save Our Soul 

(SOS) call of the nation; youth are put into the front burner with the religious 

and emotional charge as the nation first philosophy.   

The roots of religious nationalism are very deep. There are many unresolved 

thorny problems between the neighbors set by the colonial masters. Even today 

resources remain as curse to many countries. Asymmetric agreements have been 

signed for the better Physical quality of life of the other. With these 

aforementioned practices in global order it is really hard to come into a 

consensus to foresee, what next?. One must be optimistic against all 

adversaries. The cosmic powers and five elements (sky, air, water, fire and 

ether) are present in a natural and cosmic order friendly to us.  

 

 


